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FONETIKA ENGLESKOG JEZIKA

- 2. PREDAVANJE -

Phonemic Chart

1. How useful do you think this chart  
is for describing the sounds of 
spoken English?

2. Have you ever used this chart in a 
classroom? 

3. Should knowledge of this chart be 
required from the English language 
teachers? 

4. Do you agree with this point of view?

vowels

consonants
continuants

LECTURE OUTLINE

- Speech production (speech 
generation) – speech organs
- Speech perception (hearing)
- Methods and techniques in 
pronunciation teaching 

Airstream mechanism

• Movement of air is required for producing 
speech sounds

• The air comes from the lungs, passes the 
windpipe (trachea) and the larynx, and leaves the 
mouth or the nose – these organs are speech 
organs                                         

articulatory system (vocal tract: mouth, nose, pharynx)

phonatory system (larynx and vocal folds)

respiratory system (lungs)
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ždrijelo

grkljan

nosna šupljina

usna šupljina

glasne žice

Lungs

• The lungs play a key role in the production of 
speech sounds by providing air and airflow 
and other paralanguage communication (sighs 
and gasps)

• English: egressive sounds – the air stream is 
created by pushing air out through the mouth 
or nose (unlike ingressive sounds - clicks)

BREATHING AND AIR FLOW
Lungs have no muscles; breathing is 
achieved by changing the size of the 
chest cavity in 2 ways:
1. Downward movement of the 
diaphragm, to lengthen the chest 
cavity
2. Elevating the ribs, to increase the 
front-to-back thickness

Two muscle groups are used:
1. Intercostals that expand and 

contract the rib cage
2. Abdominal wall and diaphragm
/ˈdaɪ.ə.fræm/, which change 
the abdominal cavity 

dušnik štitna žlijezda

VOCAL FOLDS or VOCAL CORDS

- They refer to the tissue in the throat which is key in creating sounds

- They consist of two membranes. They are in the larynx, at the top of the 

trachea.

- Their size affects the pitch of voice: adult male voices are usually lower pitched 

because of longer & thicker cords; in children, they are much shorter than in the 

adults

Vocal folds vibrate rapidly in a sequence of 

vibratory cycles with a speed of about:

110 cycles per second or Hz (men) = lower pitch

180 to 220 cycles per second (women) = 

medium pitch

300 cycles per second (children) = 

higher pitch, higher voice:
(Source: VoiceFoundation)

Loudness: Increase in air flow “blows” vocal folds 

wider apart, which stay apart longer during a 

vibratory cycle 

Pitch: Increase in frequency of vocal fold 

vibration increases pitch

Position of vocal cords

1. Open glottis, the folds are apart – this 
happens in normal breathing and voiceless 
sounds

2. Narrow glottis, the folds are held gently 
close. Folds VIBRATE. This happens in voiced 
sounds (all vowels and some consonants)

3. Closed glottis, the folds are firmly closed. 
Airstream is stopped. This happens in glottal 
stop - /t/ in the American pron. of water, 
button. In Arabic…
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Vocal tract

• Everything above the larynx. It consists of two 
cavities: nasal and oral (mouth + pharynx)

• Vocal tract parts which participate in making 
speech sounds are articulators

tvrdo nepce

meko nepce

resica

alveolarni greben

glasne žice

grkljanski poklopac

grkljan

Source: Lakic, 2019

Vocal tract

• Lips: upper and lower

Esp. important for bilabial and labio-dental 
consonants, and in the production of vowels 
(lips can be spread, rounded or neutral)

• Teeth: upper and lower

Esp. important in the production dental and 
labio-dental consonants

Vocal tract
• Roof of the mouth: alveolar ridge (esp. 

important in the production of alveolar 
consonants), hard palate (palatal c.), soft 
palate (velum), uvula, pharynx (glottal sounds 
in Arabic)

• Tongue: tip, blade (below the alveolar ridge), 
front (below the hard palate), back (below the 
soft palate), root (towards the pharynx)

Vocal tract

• Nasal cavity: no moveable parts; sounds 
articulated with the help of the velum

Hearing and perception

• Hearing – sounds are received and converted 
into a nerve impulse

• Perception – post-processing in the brain – the 
sounds heard are interpreted and given 
meaning
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Human ear

školjka

/ˈpɪnə/

kanal

/miˈeɪt.əs/

Bubna opna

Eustahijeva truba

/juːˌsteɪʃən ˈtjuːb/

ušne koščice

/ɒsɪkəl/

puž

/ˈkɒkliə/

Methods and techniques of teaching 
pronunciation*

* Sources: Celce-Murcia, et. al., 1996 & http://web.ntpu.edu.tw/~language/workshop/method.pdf

Stage 1 – 40s and 50s: Audiolingualism and the Oral Approach
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Stage 2 – 60s: Cognitive Approach Stage 3 – 70s: the Silent Way

Students’ utterances are recorded on a tape 
recorder and later played back. This is 
repeated until a satisfactory level is achieved.

Stage 4 – late 70s: Community Language Learning
Stage 5 – 80s: Communicative Approach
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COMMUNICATIVE APPROACH – METHODS

Fidel’s

wall

chart 

Tongue twisters, examples
Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.
A peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper picked.
If Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers,
Where's the peck of pickled peppers Peter Piper picked?

I saw Susie sitting in a shoe shine shop.
Where she sits she shines, and where she shines she sits.

Denise sees the fleece,
Denise sees the fleas.
At least Denise could sneeze
and feed and freeze the fleas.

Luke Luck likes lakes.
Luke's duck likes lakes.
Luke Luck licks lakes.
Luck's duck licks lakes.
Duck takes licks in lakes Luke Luck likes.
Luke Luck takes licks in lakes duck likes.
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Study questions
1. What are continuants? 
2. What is the difference between vowels and consonants?
3. How can speech organs be grouped?
4. Explain the phrase egressive pulmonic airstream.
5. Explain the movement of lungs.
6. Where are the vocal cords (=folds)?
7. What is glottis?
8. What are the three positions that glottis can take?
9. What is the difference between the voiced and the voiceless speech sounds?
10. Are vowels voiced or voiceless?
11. What is the vocal tract made of?
12. What are articulators?
13. What is the role of lips in the production of some speech sounds?
14. Name the parts of the roof of the mouth.
15. What areas are found in the tongue?
16. How does nasal cavity participate in the production of speech?
17. Name the speech organs.
18. What is the difference between hearing and perception?
19. What are the parts of the ear?

Study questions cont.

20. What are the two main approaches to the teaching of pronunciation?
21. What practices did the IPA phoneticians advocate regarding the teaching of 
pronunciation?
22. Explain the minimal pair drill. Give examples.
23. What is the attitude to pronunciation in the cognitive approach?
24. How is pronunciation taught within the Community Language Learning 
approach?
25. What is the attitude of the Communicative Approach to the teaching of 
pronunciation?
26. What professions require good foreign language pronunciation skills?
27. What is the goal of teaching pronunciation according to the Communicative 
Approach? What level of pronunciation is aimed at?
28. Name the main methods of teaching pronunciation.


